*Singing Our Faith # 378

“Amazing Grace”
*Blessing and Dismissal

*Postlude


Scatter to Serve God & Neighbor
Welcome to all! We gather to praise God for the innumerable blessings given

to us and to grow deeper in the Spirit. Joyfully, let us lift our hearts to God.
Read Ahead
March 8, 2020 – 2nd Sunday in Lent. The Scriptures are Genesis 12:1-4a & Psalm 121. The sermon text is John 3:1-17 and the message is “Nicodemus”.

Children and Their Safety are Important at Chestnut Hill UMC

We rejoice that as a church we are able to offer carefully planned, age appropriate care and activities for our children and youth.
Today, children ages 6 and above will stay in the sanctuary for worship.
The Nursery for infants up to age 6 is located in Classroom 101 (exit through the right side door at the front of the sanctuary, pass through “the Commons,” go through the double doors to the Education Building and follow the hallway to the 

Nursery at the end of the hall on the left).
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Making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.

You are welcome at Chestnut Hill UMC. 

4660 Fort Avenue ~ Lynchburg, Virginia 24502

Church: 434-239-8423 

Pastor’s Cell: 434-258-2934; Pastor’s Home: 434-319-5646

Email Pastor Liz: Pastorliz@aol.com

chestnuthillumc@comcast.net ~ on the web at chestnuthillumc.net

Find us on Facebook: Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church

10:30 a.m. ~ March 1, 2020 ~ First Sunday in Lent
Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 

Welcome! Join us in worshiping God!
Welcome and Ministry Announcements

Welcome in the name of Christ our Lord. Please register your attendance, 
printing your name, address, phone, and email, when the pew pad is passed to you.

Thank you for silencing cell phones as we gather to worship God.

Invocation



Prelude





   “What Wondrous Love Is This”


  arr. Hayes
Call to Worship

In the wilderness of life, we are not alone. 

God is with us, even in the midst of our loneliness.
On the treacherous paths, God’s guidance is ours.

We will walk in God’s ways of wisdom and truth. 
Come to hear. Come to learn. Come to the hiding place of God.

Here we find grace. Here we find love. Here we will worship and pray.
*Singing Our Faith # 2088
“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”
Morning Prayer

O God our deliverer, you led your people of old through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land. Guide now the people of your church, that, following our Savior, we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of Confession

Words of Assurance
When we acknowledge our failings before God, God wipes away our shame. Receive forgiveness and mercy, through the gift of God’s grace in Christ.
Choral Anthem 



   “As the Deer”

           arr. Wilson
Prayer for Illumination






        Ann Robbins
Let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.
Old Testament Lesson

     Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 (CEB)
        Ann Robbins
Gospel Lesson


           Matthew 4:1-11 (CEB)

        Ann Robbins
The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God.

Singing Our Faith # 377


    “It Is Well with My Soul”
The Good News




           “Pit Dwellers”
The Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Gifts

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Offertory 




          “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”


  arr. Bobar
*Doxology # 95   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all

Creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
The Great Thanksgiving ~ page 13

The Lord’s Prayer


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Taking the Bread and the Cup

Prayer after Communion

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Help us use this sacrament and this season of Lent to grow closer to you. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
**This Week’s Calendar**
	Tuesday, 3/3
	9:00 a.m.
	Prayer Group

	
	10:00 a.m.
	Homeschool First

	
	
	

	Thursday, 3/5
	6:00 p.m.
	Bells

	
	6:45 p.m.
	Choir

	
	
	

	Friday, 3/6
	9:00 a.m.
	Homeschool First


** Looking Ahead on the Calendar **
	Wednesday, 3/11
	10:00 a.m.
	Merry Martha’s
We will meet at the home of Frances Unruh. We will have a program by the director of Lynchburg Grows.

	
	
	

	Monday, 3/16
	6:30 p.m.
	Staff-Parish Relations Committee meeting


Stewardship Moment
It is interesting to note that Jesus was led into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted. The Spirit does sometimes lead us into places apart to sit with our temptations, just as we are led up the mountain to stay with our God. To sit with our temptations and wrestle with them is to mature in the faith, face all sorts of difficult choices, and get our lives on track. It should be noted that in this wrestling for the truth, both Jesus and the devil quote the Bible - such is the complexity of the search for truth. It would have been easy for Jesus to give in to his temptations toward further popularity and power because they were couched in forms which made them seem as though he was actually doing good and bringing glory to God. Such is the subtlety of real temptation. It is often not about being tempted to do things that are clearly wrong but things that are ambiguous but hold within them God's uneasiness. What will it cost you to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength? Count the cost. Name your fears. Then, love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.
In the Grocery Cart This Month
For MARCH: “canned meats, granola bars, crackers/chips, cereal, peanut butter, canned fruit, and hygiene items”.  Place donations in the grocery cart, located in the Commons. 

**NOTE: Please put all liquids in the box provided. Tape down all flip top bottles. AND no “baked goods” of any kind.
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